	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
The following are brainstorming ideas, prompts, and writing tips from Playhouse
on the Square and AATE to help give you some ideas if you’re lost. Please see
the additional Formatting and Play Slam! guides for more information.

	
  
	
  
Theme

Theme: “Discovering the Truth About Ourselves and Others.”

Brainstorming: “The Truth About Me Is….”
• Make a list of things that are true about your physical self:
o Examples: I am blonde, I wear glasses, I am short, etc.
• Make a list of things that are true about your community:
o Examples: I have 4 siblings, I live with my grandparents, I live in a small town, I go to
church each week, etc.
• Make a list of things that are true about your personality. (Your likes, dislikes, hobbies,
personal traits and more.)
o Examples: I love the color red, I am shy, I play soccer, I do not like cheese, etc.
Brainstorming: “The Truth About You Is….”
• Ask someone to tell you about their own Truths using the above prompts.
Write It Out: Now do some short writing to explore some of the following questions:
• What are the things I love about myself and my truths?
• What are the things that are hard to love about myself and my truths?
• What are some things that I have in common with other people?
• What are the things that make me unique?
• What would happen if my truth was the same as everyone else’s?
• What would happen if everyone’s truths were completely different?
• What would happen if our truths were our powers?
Going Deeper:
• What might your central character discover that changes what they understand about who they
are, who they used to be, or who they may become?
o How might that character make that discovery?
o Is the discovery pleasant, painful, or both?
• What might the central character discover about another person or group of people that helps
the character understand them, forgive them, help them, or work together with them?
o What could motivate the character to make that discovery, or avoid making that
discovery?
• Young people often discover that what other people have told them about themselves isn’t true,
or isn’t completely true.
o How could a young person make such a discovery?
o What could that discovery make them do differently?
• Is the character determined to discover the truth about themselves or someone else?
o Does the character resist discovering that truth?
o Does the character discover something totally unexpected?
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Setting
Brainstorming: Where is your play set?
• Locations:
o School, Home, Bedroom, Park, Jungle, Island, Planet, Imaginary World, etc.
! Your play can be set anywhere!
o Think About:
! Is it local to your community?
! Is it a place you are familiar with?
! Is it a city far away?
! Is it a brand new country?
! Is it an unknown place?
• Time:
o Day time or Night time
o Does it span 10-minutes, or an hour, or one day, or much longer?
o Is it set in the past, present, or future?
•

Season/Weather:
o Does the play take place Indoors or Outdoors?
o Is it hot, freezing, or a mild temperature?
o What time of year is it?
o Think About:
! Does the weather have an effect on your characters or not?

Brainstorming: How does location affect a character revealing a truth?
• Where would be a comfortable location to have a truth discovered?
o Does your character want to be in a familiar place?
• Where would be a surprising or uncomfortable location to have a truth discovered?
o Would your character learn something if a truth is revealed in an unknown
location?

Characters
Brainstorming: Who is this story about?
• Who is your central character?
o They don’t have to speak the most, but the story is focused on them.
o Two or more characters can be the central focus as well.
o Is it a group story?
o What do they want?
• Who are the other characters needed to tell your story?
o How does each character feel about one another?
o What are they afraid of?
o How do they feel about themselves?
o Do any characters have interesting thoughts, feelings or reactions to situations?
o Are they unpredictable?
o Are there any characters not seen onstage?
! Friends, family, or enemies they talk about
• Do any characters change over the course of your play?
• Remember: You are limited to 6 characters
Write it Out: Character Backstory
• Character “Portrait”
o Make a list of words that describe your central character (be specific)
• A Day in the Life
o Write about your central character’s:
! Worst day
! Favorite song
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Biggest fear
Most treasured possession
Person they most admire
A question they want to ask another character

Plot
Brainstorming: What is the story of your play?
• What happens to your characters over the course of your play?
• Is there a beginning, middle, and end to your story?
o Is the show in chronological order or a mixture of the order?
• What is the central conflict or event of your play?
o Does this event change, grow, or transform your characters?
o Is there a problem that your central character tries to solve or has to learn from?
o Who or what prevents your central character from solving the problem or getting what
they want?
o If the characters do not end up “happily ever after,” does the discovery the character
makes change their life in a small or large way?
o Does the discovery make a difference for any other characters?

Tips
•
•

•
•

Outline your story or plot before you start writing your script
Try telling the story of your play to a friend or family member
o Repeat this a couple of different times so you get the feel for the important events of
your story
Create a storyboard with text and/or images, or even some kind of map.
o Use drawings, symbols, or doodles to represent events, characters, etc.
Try putting key scenes on separate sheet of paper and lay them out in different orders to
experiment with the sequence of events.

What happens if I get stuck?
•
•
•
•
•

Don’t give up. All writers get stuck; even your favorite playwright or author has gotten stuck
during the writing process.
Go back and read aloud what you have written so far. Sometimes reading out loud can give you
fresh perspectives or new ideas!
Stuck on a particular scene or detail? Skip ahead or go back! Sometimes the order of your plot
or sequence of events in your play is not the order in which you write your script.
Find a friend or family member to read your work and give you some feedback.
Take a break! Get up from the computer, take a stretch break, eat a snack, take a walk, or just
do something else for a little while. Then come back to your script with fresh eyes.
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